
Safeguarding
Child Sexual Abuse 
Child sexual abuse is any sexual activity with a child. You 
should be aware that many children and young people who 
are victims of sexual abuse do not recognise themselves as 
such. A child may not understand what is happening and may 
not even understand that it is wrong. Sexual abuse can have 
a long-term impact on mental health. 

If you suspect that a child may be suffering sexual abuse you 
must contact the police or children’s services at the numbers 
below. 
............................................................................................................... 

Child Exploitation 
Child sexual exploitation (CSE) is a form of child sexual 
abuse. It occurs where an individual or group takes 
advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate 
or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 into 
sexual activity (a) in exchange for something the victim 
needs or wants, and/or (b) for the financial advantage or 
increased status of the perpetrator or facilitator. Child 
sexual exploitation does not always involve physical contact; 
it can also occur through the use of technology. 

Child criminal exploitation is common occurs where an 
individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of 
power to coerce, control, manipulate or deceive a child or 
young person under the age of 18. The victim may have been 
criminally exploited even if the activity appears consensual. 
Child criminal exploitation does not always involve physical 
contact; it can also occur through the use of technology. 

County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised 
criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into 
one or more importing areas within the UK, using dedicated 
mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line”. They are 
likely to exploit children and vulnerable adults to move and 
store the drugs and money and they will often use coercion, 
intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and 
weapons. 

If you think a child may be experiencing or at risk of child 
exploitation, you should always report your concerns to the 
police or children’s services at the numbers on the bottom 
of this poster.  

Adults can also be criminally and sexually exploited. If you 
have concerns please report them to the police or adult 
social care on the numbers below. 
............................................................................................................... 

Safeguarding Children 
Abuse and neglect are forms of maltreatment – a person 
may abuse or neglect a child by inflicting physical or 
emotional harm, or by failing to act to prevent harm. 

Safeguarding children and young people or keeping them 
safe is everybody's responsibility. 

If you think that a child might be the victim of abuse or 
neglect or they may be at risk of harm, you should always 
report your concerns to the police or children’s services on 
the numbers below. 
............................................................................................................... 

Female Genital Mutilation 
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) comprises all procedures 
involving partial or total removal of the external female 
genitalia or other injury to the female genital organs for 
non-medical reasons. It has no health benefits and harms 
girls and women in many ways. 

The practice causes severe pain and has several immediate 
and long-term health consequences, including difficulties in 
childbirth for both the mother and child. It is illegal in the UK 
to subject a child to female genital mutilation or to take a 
child abroad to undergo FGM. 

If you think that a child might be the victim of FGM or at risk 
of it happening please contact the police or Children's 
Services at the numbers below. 

 

 

 

Domestic Abuse 
Domestic abuse covers a range of different abusive 
behaviours, including incidents of controlling, coercive, 
threatening behaviour, violence or other forms of physical, 
sexual, emotional and economic abuse. The abusive 
behaviour is carried out by or directed towards people aged 
16 years or over. Abusive behaviour directed at a person 
under 16 would be child abuse. Domestic abuse occurs 
between people who are or have been personally connected 
regardless of gender or sexuality. This is usually a partner, 
ex-partner or other family member. 

If you are worried a child is at risk from domestic abuse 
contact the police or children’s services at the numbers 
shown at the bottom of this poster. If you need general 
advice or support about domestic abuse call The Blue Door, 
North Lincolnshire – Domestic and Sexual Abuse Support 
Service – Freephone 0800 197 4787. If a vulnerable adult is 
at risk from domestic abuse please call adult social care on 
the number below. 
............................................................................................................... 

Hidden Harm 
Hidden Harm is the uncovered and unreported abuse of a 
person or people. Abuse can happen in lots of ways as 
shown above. If you have spotted any signs of hidden harm, 
please report your concerns to the police or children’s 
services at the numbers below. If you have concerns about 
the hidden harm of a vulnerable adult please call adult social 
care at the number below. 
............................................................................................................... 

Safeguarding Adults 
Safeguarding means protecting an adult's right to live in 
safety, free from abuse and neglect. It is about people and 
organisations working together to prevent and stop both 
the risks and experience of abuse or neglect. 

The Safeguarding duties apply to an adult who: 

• has needs for care and support (whether or not the local 
authority is meeting any of those needs) 

• is experiencing, or at risk of, abuse or neglect 

• as a result of those care and support needs is unable to 
protect themselves from either the risk of, or the 
experience of abuse and neglect. 

If you suspect an adult is being neglected, abused, or 
exploited, or if you need help yourself, please contact adult 
social care at the number below. 
............................................................................................................... 

Honour Based Abuse 
Honour Based Abuse (HBA) is a term for the various types of 
abuse and violence that take place against women, men and 
children as a result of notions of 'honour'. 

Honour Based Abuse is defined as an incident or crime 
involving violence, threats of violence, intimidation, coercion 
or abuse (including psychological, physical, sexual, financial 
or emotional abuse) which has or may have been committed 
to protect or defend the honour of an individual, family 
and/or community for alleged or perceived breaches of the 
family and/or community’s code of practice. 

Where HBA affects children and young people it is a child 
protection issue and can cause significant harm. If you are 
worried a child is at risk of Honour Based Abuse contact the 
police or children’s services at the numbers shown at the 
bottom of this poster. 

 

 

 

Forced Marriage 
Forced marriage is a crime. It can happen to children, young 
people, women and men. 

A forced marriage is a marriage in which one or both 
spouses do not consent to the marriage but are coerced into 
it. Duress can include physical, psychological, financial, 
sexual and emotional pressure. In the cases of some 
vulnerable adults who lack the capacity to consent, coercion 
is not required for a marriage to be forced. 

There is a clear distinction between a forced marriage and 
an arranged marriage. In arranged marriages, the families of 
both spouses take a leading role in arranging the marriage, 
but the choice of whether or not to accept the arrangement 
still remains with the prospective spouses. 

If you are worried a child is at risk of forced marriage contact 
the police or children’s services at the numbers shown 
below. 

............................................................................................................... 

Modern Day Slavery and 
 Trafficking 
Modern slavery is an illicit trade in which human beings are 
turned into commodities to be bought, sold and exploited 
sometimes for large profits. 

Within a UK context and based upon the Modern Slavery 
ACT (2015), modern slavery encompasses; 

• Human trafficking, 

• Slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory labour. 

• Sexual exploitation 

If you have concerns about an adult or child victim contact 
the Police on 101 or email: 
PublicProtectionnorthlincolnshire@humberside. 
pnn.police.uk. 

If you need advice about a referral contact Adult Social Care 
on 01724 297000. 

If you think that a child might be at risk please contact North 
Lincolnshire's Children's Services at the number below.  

............................................................................................................... 

Counter Terrorism and Prevent 
The current threat from Terrorism in the United Kingdom is 
severe and can involve the exploitation of vulnerable 
people. This threat can extend to children and young people, 
as well as vulnerable adults, to draw them into extremist 
ideology and behaviours. 

Prevent caters for vulnerabilities connected to any form of 
extremism including messages from recognised groups such 
as DAESH (ISIL), Al-Qaeda, Far Right Groups who target 
ethnic communities as well as Far Left and Animal Rights 
activists. 

If you have a concern about an individual’s behaviour please 
send your concerns through to the dedicated Prevent inbox 
at: Prevent@humberside.pnn.police.uk. 

If you think you have seen someone acting suspiciously, or if 
you see a vehicle, unattended package or bag which might 
be an immediate threat, move away and call Humberside 
Police on 999. 

It’s probably nothing but… if you see or hear anything that 
could be terrorist-related trust your instincts and call the 
Anti-Terrorist Hotline 0800 789 321. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who to contact if you are worried 
If you are worried about a child or think that a child 
might be at risk please contact North Lincolnshire's 
Children's Services Single Access Point on:    

01724 296500 (9am to 5pm Monday to Thursday, 
9am to 4.30pm Friday) or 

08081 689667 (free phone) or 

01724 296555 (answerphone – out of office hours 
and at weekends) 

If you are concerned about a vulnerable adult who 
may be at risk please call Adult Social Care on   
01724 297000. 

If you think that a crime has taken place, is about to 
take place, or someone is at immediate risk of harm, 
call the police on 999. If it is not an emergency you 
can call the police on 101. 

For more information please go to the  
North Lincolnshire Council website: 
www.northlincs.gov.uk 


